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Appendix A 

GCF Task Force Membership Procedures 

Observers  

1. Observers are states and provinces interested in learning more about the GCF Task 
Force by participating in GCF Task Force activities. Being an observer is the first 
step to becoming a GCF Task Force member. Jurisdictions must be an observer for 
at least one year, or the time period between Annual Meetings, whichever is 
shorter, prior to seeking full membership. 

2. A jurisdiction seeking official GCF Task Force observer status must submit a Letter 
of Interest in Observer Status to the GCF Task Force Secretariat and GCF Task 
Force Chair from a high-ranking official in the state/province, which introduces 
the jurisdiction to the GCF Task Force, requests observer status, describes its 
interest in the GCF Task Force, low emissions rural development, and REDD+ and 
designates a representative for purposes of GCF Task Force communication. This 
letter must be received at least thirty calendar days prior to the date of the 
closed business session of the GCF Task Force Annual Meeting.  

3. In the Letter of Interest in Observer Status, the jurisdiction must demonstrate that it:  

a. Supports the commitments of the GCF Task Force. These include the 
Guiding Principles for Collaboration and Partnership between Subnational 
Governments, Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, the Rio Branco 
Declaration, the Manaus Action Plan, and the GCF Task Force Gender 
Policy: Women for Forests and Climate; 

b. Contains forests of strategic importance to the country and demonstrated 
national policy or planning instruments to protect those forests; 

c. For tropical forest states/provinces, has a minimum of 2% of the country’s 
forest coverage. Exceptions to this percentage may be considered for 
jurisdictions with contiguous forest cover with existing GCF Task Force 
members; 

d. Demonstrates high-level leadership and commitment to the forest and 
climate agenda. The jurisdiction must demonstrate this leadership has 
resulted in developing a policy or plan to reduce tropical deforestation, 
including a strategy for funding implementation; 

e. Demonstrates a commitment to engage Indigenous peoples, local 
communities, and the private sector in its efforts to reduce deforestation; 

https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/English-Version.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/English-Version.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/RioBrancoDeclaration_2017_ENG.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/RioBrancoDeclaration_2017_ENG.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Manaus-Action-Plan-for-a-New-Forest-Economy.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/what-we-do-annual-meetings/annual-meeting-yucatan-mexico-february-2023/yucatan-mexico-annual-meeting-agenda/gender-policy-women-for-forests-and-climate/
https://www.gcftf.org/what-we-do-annual-meetings/annual-meeting-yucatan-mexico-february-2023/yucatan-mexico-annual-meeting-agenda/gender-policy-women-for-forests-and-climate/
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f. Additional criteria may be developed at the national level in a process led 
by the GCF Task Force Coordinators and Secretariat. 

4. To be eligible for observer status, applicants must attend the GCF Task Force 
Annual Meeting. 

5. Votes on new observers must take place at the GCF Task Force Annual Meeting, 
except under special circumstances. A representative from the jurisdiction seeking 
observer status will have the opportunity to present their candidacy at the Annual 
Meeting at which the vote will take place. Except when otherwise not possible, 
the Governor of the jurisdiction seeking observer status must present their 
candidacy in person; otherwise, a high-level representative of the Governor must 
make the presentation. 

6. Observer status must be approved by consensus vote by the current GCF Task 
Force members at the Annual Meeting.  

7. Observers are encouraged to participate in GCF Task Force activities, including 
all sessions of the GCF Task Force Annual Meeting except for closed sessions 
designated for member states and provinces only. 

8. As a general matter, there is no funding to support observer attendance at GCF 
Task Force meetings.  

9. Observers with interest in becoming a member shall follow the new member 
process described below.  Observers may also choose to remain as observers.  

 
New Members 

1. Jurisdictions interested in becoming a member of the GCF Task Force are required 
to be an observer for at least one year, or the time period between Annual 
Meetings, whichever is shorter.  

2. Jurisdictions interested in becoming a member of the GCF Task Force must also 
demonstrate that they:  

a. Support the commitments of the GCF Task Force. These include the Guiding 
Principles for Collaboration and Partnership between Subnational 
Governments, Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, the Rio Branco 
Declaration, the Manaus Action Plan, and the GCF Task Force Gender 
Policy: Women for Forests and Climate; 

b. Contain forests of strategic importance to the country and demonstrated 
national policy or planning instruments to protect those forests; 

https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/English-Version.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/English-Version.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/English-Version.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/RioBrancoDeclaration_2017_ENG.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/RioBrancoDeclaration_2017_ENG.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Manaus-Action-Plan-for-a-New-Forest-Economy.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/what-we-do-annual-meetings/annual-meeting-yucatan-mexico-february-2023/yucatan-mexico-annual-meeting-agenda/gender-policy-women-for-forests-and-climate/
https://www.gcftf.org/what-we-do-annual-meetings/annual-meeting-yucatan-mexico-february-2023/yucatan-mexico-annual-meeting-agenda/gender-policy-women-for-forests-and-climate/
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c. Are part of an existing coalition of subnational governments that promotes 
sustainable development and combats deforestation; 

d. For tropical forest states/provinces, have a minimum of 2% of the country’s 
forest coverage. Exceptions to this percentage may be considered for 
jurisdictions with contiguous forest cover with existing GCF Task Force 
members; 

e. Demonstrate high-level leadership and commitment to the forest and 
climate agenda. The jurisdiction must demonstrate this leadership has 
resulted in developing a policy or plan to reduce tropical deforestation, 
including a strategy for funding implementation; 

f. Demonstrate a commitment to engage Indigenous peoples, local 
communities, and the private sector in its efforts to reduce deforestation; 

g. Demonstrate an ability to support regional GCF Task Force coordination 
and activities through direct budget support or key funding partner 
support; 

h. Additional criteria may be developed at the national level in a process led 
by the GCF Task Force Coordinators and Secretariat. 

3. Once the condition in paragraph 1 has been met, the Governor of the jurisdiction 
must submit a Letter of Interest in Membership to the GCF Task Force Secretariat 
and GCF Task Force Chair. The letter must explain the state/province’s interest in 
becoming a member and its experiences as an observer, confirm its commitment 
to the GCF Task Force’s goals and objectives, and identify who its two designated 
GCF Task Force representatives would be. This letter must also demonstrate how 
all of the criteria in paragraph 2 above are met. 

a. Tropical forest states/provinces should provide background information 
about their forests, deforestation drivers and rates, experience with low 
emissions rural development and REDD+, related laws, policies, projects 
and programs (both existing and planned), what they anticipate 
contributing and gaining from GCF Task Force membership, and any other 
relevant information. 

b. Jurisdictions from developed countries should provide background 
information about their climate change laws, policies, programs, and 
activities, what they anticipate contributing and gaining from GCF Task 
Force membership, and their interest in reduced emissions from tropical 
deforestation and land use. 

4. The letter from the Governor must be accompanied by letters of support from at 
least three founding GCF Task Force members (California, Illinois, Acre, Amapá, 
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Amazonas, Pará, Mato Grosso, Aceh, and Papua) that explain why the 
state/province should be admitted to the GCF Task Force. Jurisdictions are 
encouraged to participate in GCF Task Force activities and interact with GCF Task 
Force members during their time as an observer to help facilitate this process. 

5. All letters must be received at least thirty calendar days prior to the date of the 
closed business session of the GCF Task Force Annual Meeting. 

6. The GCF Task Force Secretariat will present the letters to the GCF Task Force 
members for their consideration before the GCF Task Force Annual Meeting, 
where voting on new membership occurs. The jurisdiction will continue to be an 
observer during this time period before the vote. 

7. Votes on new members must take place at the GCF Task Force Annual Meeting, 
except under special circumstances. A representative from the jurisdiction seeking 
membership will have the opportunity to present their candidacy at the Annual 
Meeting at which the vote will take place. Except when otherwise not possible, 
the Governor of the jurisdiction seeking membership must present their candidacy 
in person; otherwise, a high-level representative of the Governor must make the 
presentation. 

8. New members must be accepted by consensus.  

9. New members will have the same rights as founding members, with the exception 
of the ability to nominate a new member. 

10. New members are required to adopt all key GCF Task Force documents such as 
the Joint Action Plan, Stakeholder Policy, Guiding Principles for Collaboration and 
Partnership between Subnational Governments, Indigenous Peoples and Local 
Communities, the Rio Branco Declaration, the Manaus Action Plan, the GCF Task 
Force Gender Policy: Women for Forests and Climate; and other GCF Task Force 
governance documents. 

11. New members are expected to engage as outlined in Section I.B.3. (GCF Task 
Force Members & Representatives) of the GCF Task Force Governance Policy. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KhhN--Dt_Tgt1tmbN45ufQrkZEGIVJ5d/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=118025399498914774226&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://gcftaskforce.squarespace.com/s/GCF_Guidance_Document_on_Stakeholder_Involvement_2010-2h79.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/English-Version.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/English-Version.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/English-Version.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/RioBrancoDeclaration_2017_ENG.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Manaus-Action-Plan-for-a-New-Forest-Economy.pdf
https://www.gcftf.org/what-we-do-annual-meetings/annual-meeting-yucatan-mexico-february-2023/yucatan-mexico-annual-meeting-agenda/gender-policy-women-for-forests-and-climate/
https://www.gcftf.org/what-we-do-annual-meetings/annual-meeting-yucatan-mexico-february-2023/yucatan-mexico-annual-meeting-agenda/gender-policy-women-for-forests-and-climate/

